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1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of a request received from Councillor C 
McEleny in the following terms: 

 

   
 “That the Committee has sight of the operation Yellowhammer report (Appendix 1) and gives 

consideration to any implications there may be to the Inverclyde local authority area as a result 
of a ‘No Deal’ exit from the European Union on 31 October 2019”. 

 

   
1.2 As background, the Environment & Regeneration Committee receives updates on EU 

withdrawal and Officers participate in working group arrangements with the Civil Contingency 
Service. 

 

   
2.0 RECOMMENDATION  

   
2.1 The Committee is asked to consider the request from Councillor C McEleny.  

 
 
 
 
 
Gerard Malone 
Head of Legal & Property Services 



OFFIOAL SENsmve 

OperatJon Yellowhammer 

HMG Raasonoblo Wont Case Planning Assumptions 

As of 2 August 2019 

Wh-en the UK ceases to be a member of the EU in October 2019 all nghts 
and reciprocal arrangements with the EU end. 

• The UK reverts fully to 'third couotry' status. The relationship between the
UK and the EU as a whole is unsympathetic. with many MS (under
pressure from the Commission) unwilling to enga-ge bilaterally and
Implementing protections unJtaterally, though some MS may be more
understanding.

• No bilateral deals have been concluded wilh individual member slates with
the exception of U,e reciprocal agreement on social security coordrnation
with Ireland. EU Citizens living in the UK can retain broadly all rights and
staws that ltley were entiUed to prior to exil from the EU. al lhe point of exii.

• Public and busjness readiness for a no-deal will remain at a low level. and
wil decrease to lower levels, because the absence of a ciear decision on
the fom, of EU Exit (customs unton, no deal etc) does n1:>t provide a
concrete sllualion ror third parties to prepare for. Readiness will be further
limited by increasing EU Exit fatigue. due to the second extenslon or Article 
50. which will lcmit the effective impact of current preparedness
communication. ff O be reviewed}

Business readiness will not be uniform - ,n general larger businesses 
acmss sectors are more hkely lo have better developed contingency plans 
than small and medium sized businesses. Business readiness will be 
compounded by seasonal effects. impacting on factors such as ware-house 
avarlabiUty. 

• Concurrent risks associated wilh autumn and winter such as severe
weather, flooding and seasonal rru could exacerbate a number or Impacts
and stretch resources of partners and responders.

• Private sector companies' behaviour wm be governed by commercial
considerations. unless influenced otherwise.

HMG will act tawfully and in aCCOfdance with the rule of law, including by
identifying the powers it is using to take specific actions.

Key planning assumptions 

1. For the purpose of freight flow a11d traffic management as 31 October is a Thursday, 
day 1 of exit is now on a Friday rather than the weekend which Is not to our 
advantage. Exit day may colncl<ie with end of October half term school h<>Jidays, 
which vary across the UK. (CCSJDExEU} 

2. In a sman number of instances ,"lhere the impacts of Brexit would be fell negatively In
the EU as wetl as in the UK. Member States may act In way which could also beneftl
the UK (e.g. energy for Ireland). (CCS/OExEU)
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